4      AWAKENING OF A CONTINENT

survey of the educational conditions in Japan,
China and India will show the rapid growth,
the intensity and significance of this revival.
As Christian students in the West we can make
an effective contribution to this great Oriental
awakening, and pass on to our brothers of the
East those fundamental principles of life to
which we owe our own highest civilization.

Within our own life-time Japan has passed
out of medieval feudalism, has entered the
modern world, and has become a nation of
readers. With seven thousand students in her
four universities, and over seven million pupils
of all grades, Japan now claims that ninety-eight
per cent of all children of school-going age in
the country are taking the minimum course of
six years at school.

This introduction of Western education has
been gradually leavening the life of the nation,
In the commercial sphere Japan's trade has
multiplied sevenfold in the last two decades,1
The nation has passed from a simple agricultural
stage of life to an industrial and commercial
one. Politically, the spread of education has
produced the growth of an intellectual middle
class and the steady advance of constitutional
government. Under the leadership of Count
Okuma, who is prominent in the Progressive

1 See The Japan Year Bool, 1008-9, p. 438.